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The lighting artwork “Dawn and Dusk” on Toome Hill. Photo: Martin Siplane University of Tartu Botanical Garden. Photo: Heikki Leis
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While locked up
IN a prison cell

_l:ﬁ Curator, texts: Mart Kivastik
O C e Artist and photographer: Heikki Leis

AN 0asis In an oasis -
the Botanical Garden
of the University of Tartu

Mad scientist’'s

10 essays on the theme of Tartu University museums 10 essays on the theme of Tartu University museums

Nihil mutator Ascalapha odorata Karl ‘Jesus’

or Black Witch Morgenstern

Curator, texts: Mart Kivastik

Artist and photographer: Heikki Leis

Participants: Mari Moora, Mihhail Lotman, Toomas Kiho,
Kristjan Zobel, Mait Metspalu, Richard Hussar ja Ronja Jogi

Professor Eschscholtz's
expeditions to find snow sheep

Stars make us happy Lennart Meri's picnic

Academic prison cells already existed in the 17th century,
and misbehaving students were locked up as recently
as the 19th century.

Participants: Mari Moora, Mihhail Lotman, Toomas Kiho,
Kristjan Zobel, Mait Metspalu, Richard Hussar ja Ronja Jogi

The Botanical Garden's director Germann and chief gardener
Weinmann had so much trouble establishing the botanical
garden by Emajogi River that they began to regret having

Astronomer Friedrich Struve arrived in Tartu in a peculiar In 1960, a 10-member expedition of young Estonian scientists

way. He was captured by Napoleon's troops in Hamburg went to Kamchatka, led by the future president of Estonia,
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ecology, examines tillandsia with is almost the same that
director Germann used in his research. God forbid Zobel
contracts gout, too!
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returns to say goodbye to the surviving partnerin the form
of the Black Witch. However, in the Bahamas and Texas,
Ascalapha odorata is believed to bring good luck. If the
moth lands on your house, you will either receive money
or win the lottery. We are not sure what to believe.
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The professor was always flattered by that and the student
could count on getting a good grade. The photo of
Morgenstern may have been taken many years later, but his
resemblance to Christ (and semiotics professor Mihhail
Lotman'’s resemblance to Morgenstern) remains.
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trip, Eschscholtz went to Kamchatka and the first taxidermy
snow sheep arrived at the museum in 1827.

Professor Eschscholtz walks among the herd alongside
a wild bison and a bighorn sheep, and looks like professor
of evolutionary genomics Mait Metspalu.
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Fraunhofer refractor would be bought for him for 5000
pieces of silver. With this, he measured the parallax of the
Vega and determined the star's distance from the Earth.

That night, Struve was assisted by the editor-in-chief
of Akadeemia magazine, Toomas Kiho.
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very apologetic for the loss of the sheep, as it was their
semi-domesticated friend. But it was too late. The meat was
eaten at the expedition end party - cooked by Lennart Meri.
The taxidermy mount is still in the showcase of the University
of Tartu Natural History Museum.
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plants important to science travelled from East to West
and many pioneering botanical expeditions started and
ended here. Expeditions are also part of students'
learning. Students often stay late in the botanical
garden to enjoy the birdsong, sometimes even kissing
and drinking wine there.
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They were all a little mad, because only then is great science
made. In the mad scientist's office, all manner of crazy things
have been gathered, it's very dangerous, but certainly
interesting!
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who was sentenced to prison for a whole month in 1900
because of a fight that started over a card game. At least
60 of his drawings have remained on the walls.
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